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With the curtains drawn to shut out the cold night air, we would gather before a fire, and together read the latest dispatches sent from Washington, from Europe, from Mexico, from everywhere. The President would clarify each problem for me, and outline the way he planned to meet it. Or if, happily, nothing was pressing, we sometimes read aloud, and discussed the things we both loved. Such rimes were rare, but when they came they seemed a real diversion for him.
Dr. Grayson, the girls and Frank Sayre decided to read aloud the President's A History of the American People, and would collect in the music room where first one and then the other would read. We sat in a little room adjoining and they would frequently call in through the open door to comment on some condition where history seemed to be repeating itself, or ask some question, until, one night, the President said: "Do you youngsters realize that I have taught most of my life, and that right now I am in the midst of so much history in the making that I cannot turn my mind back to those times? Besides, I have never been proud of that History. I wrote it only to teach myself something about our country." Turning to me, he added: "You know it was first published in Harper s Magazine, in four or five instalments. When they offered me a thousand dollars for it I thought it meant the entire thing and accepted it. So when, on the appearance of the second instalment, they sent a cheque for another thousand dollars, I returned it saying they had overlooked the fact they had already paid me. Imagine my surprise to get the cheque back again with the delightful news that it was a thousand dollars for each instalment. Whereupon I took all the family to England for the summer, for it was like a windfall." That last word reminded him to ask, as he often did: "Do you know the interesting derivation of that word windfall? I looked it up once and it comes from an old English custom that tenantry on great landed estates must never cut the trees, but that all timbers